THE  MYTHICAL JEAN JACQUES    129

for ideas that showed him a nobler and a happier
destiny for mankind.

Diderot and Grimm asserted the opposite: Rousseau
conld only be eloquent when his purpose was to make
the worse appear the better reason.

"Jean Jacques is so born for sophistry/' wrote
Diderot, "that the defence of truth expires in his
hands. It would really seem that to support Ms own
convictions would kill his talent His desire is not to
be truthful, but eloquent; not clear, but fluent; not
logical, but brilliant; not to enlighten, but to bewilder
and dazzle his readers."

" M. Kousseau's great defect/' Grimm repeats, " is
that he is never natural; another even graver fault is
his constant bad faith. He seeks less to speak the
truth than to say and do differently to other people." 1

Eousseau's professed avoidance of patronage with his
adoption of the trade of a copyist, was a "second folly/'
or rather, " falsity/' of this man, " vain as Satan" by
Diderot's account. In view of the undeniable fact that
Rousseau did follow this trade, the only method was to
declare that he was so bad a copyist, and so dilatory,
that those who employed him were only benefactors in
disguise. As for his independence, Diderot affirmed
that, although he posed as more disinterested than
other men of letters, he accepted and solicited from
them secretl}7 pecuniary assistance, "tons les secours de
la bienfaisance;" and although he declined to accept
a pension from the King of France, he did not hesitate
to become the secret pensioner of a woman (Madame
d'Epinay) whom he spoke evil of, when he was living at
her expense.

By Grimm's assertion also, Eousseau never honestly
earned his bread, as he professed to do, by copying
music.

"When putting on the livery of a philosopher/'
wrote Grimni, "M. Eousseau quitted Madame Dupin,
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